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Jessi.a Wlnie. BROUGNT T0 YOU By THE LETTER I

I THE PLEASURE OF TI,IE TEXT

" inv ted o frlend of mine over for dinner-," sous the rnon ruefullg. The
gro! foced, middle oged fe ow is o squigglu animoiion, mode ofsk nng,
put upon lines ihoi form slugg sh shopes. His dinner. guest is nothing ike
him The ttle fr.iend who bounces throuqh the French door.s is the etier.
Y, ongu or ond robusl. [1 has goog ! eues ot the tops of his iw n peoks,
whlch extend downwond to become super-springg egs ond doncing feei
thoi olso serve os his honds. 14 hops nto his hosi's outslnetched polm,
ihen rubs ogoinsihislowls ikeocot Thegrog mcn, be eoguened
bg these shows ofofection, trudges loword o qrond tob e p ed with a
colonful smorgosbord, plus condelcbro. He slumps in his sect ond invites
the bug eged X io dig in "Xmmmm, monveiousl" ihe lY cr.ies. "yeoi!
l'lunchl l'lognificent " X's center ofgrovitg is h s mouth, c r b-ege steok,
o loof of breod, o g oss of wine von sh inio the V-shoped d p. The bottom
point ofthis center "V" is olso o strow, slurping up o gloss ofm k in
one go. "lYilkl" he sogs The two ups de down Vs on either slde of l'1's
mouth ore pincers, chomping instonloneous g thnough on entire melon
"Ymm-melonl" he sogs

"You'ne lusi obout the greediesl, r.udest letier. I ever scw," sogs the grog
mqn "You ote up evergihingL 'llte gou one thing, never invlie o leiter
i'1 to gour house 1br dinneri' The grog mqn is unmoved bg l'1's o pologei c
kisses Y is unmoved bg ihe grog mon's comploinls, ond pnoceeds io eol
his tob ec oth.

Victon Hugo once wrote, "All leitens were originolg signs, ond oll signs
were once imoges " The Hungrg Lelter Y is sliil on or gin, not on obstrcc-
tion, on not quite His sound is thot ofochieving sotietg l,4mmmm
ond he is built to ochieve ii His bodg is mostlg mouth Nis limbs ore
cuf erg He wreoks hovoc os o guesl, but his design s emlneni g noiiono
He is whct he represents. He brokers c festive occord belween signifr6
and signifionf, tlrcn gobb es up ol the conopels oi ihe ofter-ponlu os proof
ofthe reconcilioiion

Creoted bg onimotors John ond Foiih Hubleg, the Hungrg Leiler ly cuesi-
stonred on c 1971 episode of Sesome Street,lhe long-running children's
educotionol pnogrom. Sesome Siree/ o so feotured Cookie lyonsier,
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L kew se, conslder Cook e l"lonster's beloved C, wh ch is o chomp ng
rnouth n profle Or V, whlch in one Sesome S/reei segmenl is represent-
ed bg o V shcped mouth ofc volcono ond o Vc entlne's Dog consiruclion,
poper heort thot n orphs eos g into o br.ight red V. Or , wh ch in onother
l-1ub eg onimoi on s subjeclofo dispule belween c bog ond o rombunctious
dog who insisls the s n fqct o bone fbr hlm to gnqw, olbei o bone lhqi
icstes llke ihe etter

wos the Jetter remember mosi This wqs becouse ollhe word ess short
film thot oppeored frequeni ! on Sesome Slreelcciled " -beoml' wh ch
loliowed o wh ie hof, sen f font s cb of -shoped molten meto down lhe
convegor be i of o stee mi No vo ceover, no estoblshing shois, no words
on the scneen, jusl imoges slecming up lron scme ndustriol hel ond o
ga oprng, clonk clonk orchesiro soundtrock out of o Fr- lz Long cnx elg
dreom musi hove watched the I becm dozens oflmes cs o ch d. Aplg,
o -.,ob- l-lobo.d po' ,b-o-

ln the geors before storting k ndengorten, ihe three- ond four ueor-o d
me wotched Sesome S/reefthree iimes o dog, in whot mg mother co ed
the "fomilg roorn " Thls wou d hcve been 1980 ond 1981 , lust outs de
3uffolo, New York The fom g room hod o red couch ond white wolls
ond o while rug There wos o cusier offour lromed birth onnouncements
in one corner ofthe room, olherw se, the white wo s were unoccup ed.
The smc teevsion sei scl on the lvhite nug, between o pcir ofwhte
curloined windows, ond woud sit cross-legged n lronl ol t llg s ster-,
15 geons older cnd iherefore glomorous ond perlecl ond remote, wos oi
co ege ["1g two brothers were 10 ond 12 ueofs oheod ofme qt school,
shoggg-hoired pninces of unknowobeta kld countrles Ylq moiher wcs
ln onothen room l'1g fother would be home bg sir

There were meols, ond there wos Sesame S/reef, ond ihere was the I me
ln between meols ond Sesome S/reel remember Energencg I rert.ns in

the wh ie room ond I remember bow s of Creom of Wheoi cnd vcnl o ice
creom in the wh te room. Cooxing mg memong outside the whiie room s
hord, though can surnrnon the potient clenk ol Be 's Grocerg who wou d
et me put p cstic fru i through the check out sconner, ond o b ond g r
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down the street with c 1em per ond o plcsi c Big Wheel lrcgcle yostlg,
ihough, I remember Sesome S/reel

Bright n mg memolg ore the coloriul numbers vrooming ond pinbo ing
oround to lod es' vo ces (Groce Sllck ond the Poinler S sters, respec-
tivelg, cs I oter e,:rred ) So is Snuffleupogus, the woolg mcmmolh
whom onlg Big B rd cou d see-l worred cboui Snuffg, so one g ond
unwieldg lenvled Bert his bottie cop co lecion, ond sometimes le t thci
Ernie gcve him too hord o time, ihough I olso thought how nlce t,rould
be to hove o roommote I would waich everu ost second ofihe end
',-d-9..a hoo o.n.o -0t|-.,,, o3o i.r*.doq oo^oo1,sl
or,--. orqe- h o.gl . pc.. ooore_,o bF /aa--- e,. -ned
I oved Gnover. so fiercelg cs 1o tronslorm h m into o reo person whom
'd miss even when he wos on the te ev s on screen-h s moge wos like

o meTe rnemorg ofGrover, a poor pre recorded substlule lor lhe reol
ilesh ond-blood Grover whom, groduo g reo ized, l'd never meei

Bul somehow ihe -beom glows o little br ghter ihon ongthing else
Anecdotol ev dence ndicotes thci lots ol peop e cround mg og" ."r",
ber it v vrd g, ihough it tought us liille obout the ietler n foc1, ihe clip
is confusing-for o ong momenl lhe I s iurned over on the bet, becom,
ng c slight g ottenuoted H The I wcs welrd, ood o rlt e sccrg, ond
it could come chugging out of nowhene, untelhered 1o ong coniert or.
purpose Isuppose o ot ollh ngs n chlldhood come chugging loword
us thot wog
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I ADD]CTION STUD]ES

20 gecrs loter, whie o groduote student studg ng fi m semjoiics in London,
I wolched siructurolist flmmoker Hollis Frompion's 00 minute Zorns
Lemmo for the finst t me (see www.ubu.com) Theflm cenlers
on ihe Puritan children's lexibook the Bog State priner, on educol ono
too thoi shores with "l beom" on unselt ng power ond dubious pedo
gogicol meril Ihe Bog Stole Priner uses o mnen.ronlc orrongement of
storiling sentences to leoch the o phobei, lon exomp e, ,,ldle 

foo s ore
whipped oi school" for i, "Time cuts down o both greot ond smoll,, fon
T, "Xerxes the greot did die ond so musl uou ond '; for X. ond so on.
'or p o'r r,..s ihe Bo, >to - D- n-- os -no . o ceo.e. p. oogLo o

Zorns Lemmo, whlch inks words in olphobeticol order tqken-from urbon
s gnoge, odvertising ogos, ond mogozine disp og tgpe, therebg piecing
togethen stronge itle koons ond tone poems. "poddle-Quollig nodio_
Soint," "Jode - Keep- Lodg- lYodonnol' ond ihe morbid g co#orlng
"Necton Of-Poin-Qu ck "

Frompton finished his film n 1970, the firsl full geor thot Sesone Streel
wos on ihe olr Fon Genenotion X v ewers who might hove cought up with
Zorns Lemma in the 1990s or 2000s, ihe resui is ike on exteided_p og
Sesome Sfree/ segmeni os crofted bg the sloff of lyonhotlcn ovonl-ooide
^qqqg A1r19l66U-,ln A, r..s tAro S -o,ee..-co.o.,or.. .o.qh.
is thot one cou d ift ong minute Iong sequence of Zo rns Lei,mo onld Arop iI
into on eorlg episode of .9esome S/reel ond it's possib e nol o s ng e seorn
would show But wher.e Fromplon's film wos coo ond oggress ve,"nesisting
interprelot on, Sesome Slreet'-iIs exoct conlempororg, emerging n
the some geor. ond fr.om the some cig-wos light, nviting, ondiullt fo.
o purpose.

The show ond its pnoduction compong,lhe not-for profit Ch dren's
Television Workshop (oter. renomed Sesome Workshop), did nol jnvent
'h dr"_ s edcco_ ono 'ee. .o. Trooe .r. er 

^ouo.o.ehooLao o,- lonoa ooa-a ao-pe Roona.dyc,e Dooer. \eg.ao-looo
to choose fnom, ond mong wou d orgue for. ihe sublextuol educ-ct ono
merits of Looneg lunes. But fon some k ds, the commercio s between

lhe 
sfgws wer.e ihe biggesi drow n 1g66, o lhree-geor-o d gir nomed

Soroh lYorr'lsett would stotton herself in fr.ont of her fomilu's ielevision
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sel in r-vington, New York, eoch morning ot 0.30 AY, keeping o vgil over
the iesi potiern Ltnt cortoons come on ot ? Bg oge lour, Soroh "hod
memorizedoneniirerepentoreofTVlingesl'[1choel Dov s wriles in h s
br:ok Slreet Gang. The Conplete Hislorg ofSesone Street "Thesimpe
melodies, most g writien in br ght mo.lor kegs, were no hcrder io slnq thon
o nurserg rhgme The mone Soroh heord them, lhe betfer she wos ot
repeoting them, wond fon word "

At o d nner portu st the home of te ev s on producer Joon Gonz Cooneg
in 'i967, Soroh's lother, L ogd llor.riseti, Jr , to ked obout Sor.oh's
fosc notion with cortoons ond ling es. l.lorriseti wcs o vice pres dent oi the
Ccnneg e Conporol on, whlch had turned 1s ottenl ons to suppor.ting pre-
schoo currcu o ihot cou d help bridge ihe enrichment gop between poon
siudents ond the r m dd e c oss peers The historico moment seemed ripe
for progressive nit ot ves. The crvil righls movement wos n lul flower, ond
Presidenl Lgndon Johnson's Wor on Povertg hod resu ted in the possoge
ofthe Economic Oppor-iunitg Act of 1964 (esiob shinc f,leod Storl, o
heq th ond educoiion pnogrom lor ow income pre school children ond the r
lomllles, qnd Job Corp, o vocoiionc lroin ng service for ieens ond goung
odulis), os well qs the Socio Securtg Aci of1965, which pr.ovided federol
heo fh insuronce for the poor cnd elder g

At the time, Cooneg wos o producer ior whol s now ihe New york public
ie evlslon siotlon WNET, where she wonked on pnognessive pnogromming
such as A Chonce of the Begtinning, obout reod ng progroms for children,
ieens, ond oduls in Horem, and Poverlg, Antt-Poverfg and the World,
whrch used o teoch in slg e lormoi to bring togelher ow income peop e ond
Wor on Povertg-offilioted government officlols Thorjqh Poverttj won o
-go or Ir' foo o,l.e^ hoi 'aeo.oo 6to.s- o o -" gog.o

lelevision wos limited al besi.'

Cooneg begon io wonder if, insiecd of simp g cc ng otfention to povedg
cnd educ,:ionc shortfo s n ihe nner cilg, ielevision could itsefoddress
ond omeiiorqie those issues direcl g whie reoching for- moTe v ewers
89 the mid 1900s, 9? perceni of Americcn househo ds hod o le evision set
Ch dren were wctching on overoge ol27 hours of te evis on pen week
Pnes dent Johnson hod urged more funding lor noncommencio te evision
in his'1966 S'loie olthe Union oddress n November 1967, on oct of

11orSL+r 20r? aPR r5 r r P!
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Congness estob ished the Cor-por.otion for Pub c Broodccst nq (CPB) to
t- oo Co o-ole oj o o oh oooo o 6. So1 o oo.o-a .g \
o lew gecrs, the CPB hod heiped ounch ihe Pub ic Broodcosting Serv ce
(PBS) ond Nol onol Pub c Rod o (NPR)

Ai thol faiefll d nner porlg, Cooneg got c hunch ihol lhe rght group of
writers ond performens cou d co opi ihe otteni on-grobb ng propert es
ofcortoons ond odvertsng-the snoppg concisron,lhe hupnoiic vsuoJ
floir, ihe eorworm song hooks-io teoch elters cnd numbers to ch dren
lf Soroh Yonriseli cou d voiuntorilg memonze promol ono 1 ng es,
then sure g educot onc TV cou d cpe those some olluring cdveriis ng
iechn ques Hence the conce 1 thcl ecch ep sode of Sesome S/reel would
hove sponsor letters cnd numbers-the debri episode wos "br.ought io
gou bg ihe eitens W, S, and E, ond ihe numbers 2,rnd J "

The p tch wos ihot ie evis on could become o moss deliverq sqstem ol
ooLcor o-re.,o.^-l^ --e oo.- o o r.o. ... -i"poo..
ord most cuiurc g deprved k ds. ln her 1968 poper "Teevsion for
Preschool Chidren. A P:oposol," Cooneg orgred lor c seoson ong
le evised "experiment]' oibe i one which hod lo be "slick g ond expens ve !
produced " n ihe neri geor, Cooneg ond her o es roised $8 mrlllon lo
found the Chidr.en's Te ev sion Workshop, with moneg lrom the CPB,
the U S Deportment of Educolon, Ccrneg e, ond ihe Ford Foondoljon
The Workshop's {logsh p show, Sescne Street, cssigned tsefthe
mission olteoching basic o phcbel col cnd numei- coi concepts to ihree
to ive ueor.-old chidren.

Which is c to sog t's possible we rnog oever hove hod Sherock
Hemlock's suspensefu "X Yorks the Spoil' Cookie Xonster's mmonto
"C s for Cookiel' ihe props s y" Pointer S sters dittrl thot con on q be
L.on o O-e ro-.oo_O.pr.e ._ee g-Nl ._ e.
Eleven Twelve" (l quorontee uou thoi lour out oiJive Americons born
in the 1970s ccn belt out th s ost lune on cue), or ong ofthe other
sofgs pnomoting Sesome Slree/'s sponsor ietiers were t not fon the
eor g morning hob ts ol o te ev s on-,:ddicled ihree-geor o d nomed
Soroh l'1orrise it

Befone ts premiene, .Sesome S/reel wos developed ond honed throuqh

BoTSr+r ?01, aPR 151 r0 Pf 78
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e.- uo-o4o, oooo r'o -o,p..ouc- -o :od\jo" o*c,o 5 A le .o .o . ooes o. .e. oo p. oo. crto. , L ; d. ..
le evision Workshop stoffers exhouslvelg rood lested ihem with ch ldren,

os Louise A Gikow wnites in Sesone Slie_.| A Celebrotion_40 y'ears'
af Lifb on the Stree/ The stcff would lgprcollg sel up o ie evision ,".""n
showing Sesome S/reelond o s;ide projeclor next to t thof floshed o new
rmoge everg e ght seconds, n order to gouge how eosi g ihe kids could
be d stnocted from the morn evenl

Sesome S/reel's selting, o gr-img, sc,:rned bui cheerfu b.ownsione
bock creoted on o lulonhotion sound stoge, evoked the rouqh ond reorJLr
idec ihot unbon iheorisl Jone Jccobs oii out in works such-o. hu. 136i
hook The D-.ath and Lfe of Gr-.of Anericon Cilies a dense, ow r se,
m xed use, cu turc g drverse, rvorling c oss neiqhborhood Wrth b ock'
ir Ild'ero. ._o e6 o.o,o1... . o". o -o,,0 . o.oro,,., 

","
eor g geors of Sesome S/reel were Suson ,:nd Gordon, o beouiifu Airicon
Amer con couple Ccucosions were olwogs o minoritg; n 1g72, Hispcnic
coup e l'1,:rio cnd Lu s crrived to nun lhe fix tshop cin'd 1ook rp.".J"n."
in 123 Sesome Street, the worse-lor-weor brownstone where Ernre ,:J
Bert shared the bosernent opartment The adu ts were unfo l"q! p;;"1c'dL oro"oor -.'1 .ooo'.eo oo ,ro.O .. . -,o." -

'' o;.beI31o.^oo o. / o ..o .r,.o\.-il o.o .o.,co.'

)ck
s mmonto

nongbe
N lN E -Ten,

:ons born
riher
lor the

:med

ever-|ustened B g B rd "You need c flister Brrl, e. on !"r;p;;;;;
developmentol psgcho ogist Sheldon V,/h te sogs ot Sig a ia n S/.ini '

GonEr. "Somebodg who mokes m stokes, who"gets flu"rtu."d ond . lku o
four--geor-o d, but p cks hrmse I up ond dusis h"r.nselfoffc.d k""p;;;;;
He provides other people with o whole lot of opporlr" t 

". i" t" i" iirlbecouse he needs o iol ol help Four-geor-olds con ideniilg wifh ihoi ,i

The firsl New'y'ork Ttmes r-evievi of lhe pnogr,:m refemed to Big Brrd,
milieu,:s "siums," whch mog sog more oboulthe coss orienlotJns of
the Gnog Lodg circo 1g6g, ond less obout Sesome Slree/,s octuo prove
nonce, whrch wos o composiie of b ocks n Nonlem, the Bronr_ cnd'mosf
o o^ 

._ol 
rr-J . Llppa A.5, !,oe o, oo . .,0. oo- g, FI . o. - Do o,

.odoed 2r oFe, co.or-: ,.on ou^o_.- -..e
Bui lf Ch dr.en's Teevson Workshopfettholihe toddlers of i96S could
hond e thes-. griltg urbon reolit es, Sesome Workshop dl.ogru"J on 

--- -
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beho f of ihe todd ers of 2 007: " These eor g Sesome S/reel episodes ore
iniended for grown-upsl' neod ihe discloimer on ihe DVD re ssue ofthe
firsi two seosons, "ond mog not sut the needs ofiodcg's preschool ch ld "
O ne might think of Zo rns Lemmo as Sesome S/reel lor odulis, but i turns
out thoi ecn g Sesome S/reef s cctu,: g Sesome S/reel for odu ts

When Virg nio lleffernon of ihe New York Times osked executive produ
cen Corol Lgnn Porente oboui the recsons behind the dlsclo mer, Ponente
nep ed ih,:t A sioir Cookie, the l4onslerpiece lheolre host p cged bg
Cookle Xonster', boih smoked his pipe ond ote lt, which "mode ed the
wrong behovior," qnd ihoi Sesome S/reet "mighf not be ob e to creoie
o chorocter like Osc,:r now," due to the Grouch's s oth, oggression,
ond depressive cgc es Around ihe some time, Cookie Monsler wos being
mode io tempen his fee ngs loword cookles-to concede theg were
"o sometimes food " This betrogo ed Amerlcon sotinisl Siephen Colbent
io confroni Cook e lYonsler on o 2008 episode of The Colbert Reporf,
decloring, "You're not o Cookie l'1onsier. You're lust rr monster "
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I E NTER THF DRAGON

While Sesome Slreelwos sli ln its development stoge, severol co obo-
nclons come oboqrd whose lnfluence would be fe t well nlo the show's
fifth decode One wos Chn slopher Cerf, son of Rcndom louse co-founden
Bennett Cerf, who loined os o consu tant, "he ping the show finonce
ilself bg mok ng books ond togs n iis imoge, ,:s we os writing much of
ts muslc," in the words ol o 199+ New lork Times pnofi e l'1e remoined
cssocioied wlth the progrom lor decodes, conlribuiing song pcnodies

inc uding "Rebe L' (which twecked Bi g do's "Rebe Ye "), "Born
to Add" (Bruce Spr ngsteen's "Bonn io Run"), ond "Letler B" (which
rewrote the Beoiles' "Let i Be:" "When find I con'i remember whol
comes oller A ond before C / Xg mother olwogs whispens, 'Letier B"').
And ci o mothemot cs workshop convened ol the Wo dorf Astor-io hole
n New York C tg, o g,:unt, beorded mgsier-g mon dropped in ond sot
sient g ,:t the bock olorming Cooneg, who instontlg suspecled he wos
pori ofihe r,:dicol leflist orgonizoion the Weother Underground He
lurned oul to be the goung puppeteer J m Henson

When Sesome Sfree/ storied, Nenson cnd his l"iuppets hod been ecnn

ing most oflheir ving th rough cdvert s ng lor some iime l-Jenson hod
first reoched the notiono 0 rwoves vic the NBC 1e evislon offi ote n

Wosh ngton, D C , wh ch showed lenson's fve-minute Som ond Friends
twice c dcg from 1955 '1961 The iiiu or Som, whom l'luppet Wiki coiis
o "humonoid," never spoke, and resembled Woiloce ofthe clossc Britlsh
stap rnotion aoimaled Wolloce and Gromil f ms li's h,:rd io imogine
whot o ch d ofihe lote 1950s wou d hove mode of Som ond Friends,for
childr-en bonn loier, the clips con on g ook ike druggg sonogrom g mpses
olfuiure Sesame S/reef and Nuppef Sttow spots n one segment,
the soturn ne, purp sh Yorlck, who (true to his Shokespeorion nome)
consisted ofjLrsl o heod ond o humon hond, norrotes his own midnighl
snock ofceerg ond crockers n o sufurous purr 11's o blzorne wlndow
onio somebodg else's compulsions, necr g Worho icn n is focused bonc
tg Yonick is o photo negotive ofthe equo g compuls ve ond for more

exuberqnt Cookie lYonster

ln onother segmeni, on eor g-drcl1 Kermit (noi get o frog) ond the bespec
ioc ed llorrg the H pster (whose scuffed up vo ce ond lozzg piono slgle

81[]I5L+r ?0r2 aPR r5 r ]l Pr'1
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ma! hove provided DNA for Ihe fiuppel Show's Dr Teeih) mcke tero
the concept of "visu,:l thinking " Kermit sogs "X," ond on X oppeors
obove h s heod Some wth "Q."

"l!on, gou'relusi o beginnen," scoffs Horrg Toprovehssuperiorsklls,
he mokes o pun. "l'm on o d hond ot ihis stuff wotch " A woich oppeors
cbove h s hecd "Fleg, o reo wotchL" Kerm i exc o ms "W ih mov ng
por-is ond o11 thot," sogs Honrg

The esson goes cwrg when l-1orrg the H psler. visuo u ihink-sinqs some
.a27. a t ---d"'. 

".-o i^5-rq oop-qroo-o. oooo.

'lozz lends to linger ond gou con'1 gel owoq from it," lorrq exptc ns
_- poit ol 1 e'-.o too. o 60 o-d -roc.O og c l1o o-,

Kermit ge ping "He p ",:s visuo thoughts swo ow him ke qu cksond

Nenson's senies of ten second bock cnd whte pnomoslor Wlkins Cofee,
made befween 1957 61, hod o simror tosle lor onnihll,:t nq wh msq
Aro lL.O!ior M.oOe,r,h -e.o oO-/o^ r. .og ,o.;Oo
peen 1o end ess tortunes he wos punched, shot, eieclnocuted, ber:len
with o hommer, run over bg o bondwogon, ob leroted bg o conncn, ond
pitched out of o p one, ol topunshhs,:ckof enthusiosmfor-thebrond.
Row f the Dog, loter o sion of Henso n's lluppet Show, wos o qruff p tch
mon in 1962 for Purino Dog Chow. ln 1966, Nuitg Bir.d, o direcl oncestor
of Big B rd, dld m,:nic, sodo guzzl ng spois for Rogc Crown Colc, whrle
Cook e l'lonster ploged ihe role ofthe Wheel Steq ef n o test od for
the snock-food tr ur-rvi.ole Wheels, F utes, ond Cnowns (Wheels, lenson
murmured n voiceovet, were "wheel,shoped, cheese-flovored snocks
thot ioste so mmm, cheese {lovored.")The Whee Steoerodsnever
o red, o though the fo lowing geor, th s pnoto Cookie lYonslen devcurecl
o coffeemoker n o troin ng fi m for lBfl

One con imog ne Don Droper, the o pho od execufve ofihe jg60s set
TV dromo llod l'/en, encounlering the goung Jim Henson dur ng ihis ero,
drogg ng contemptuous g on h s cigcretie, ond repeol ng o line he once
used on his punn ng copgwriters: "Thene hos io be odvertislng for peo
ple who don't hove o sense of humor " But lor Henson, humor wr:sn't
on optionol e ement of odvertis ng, it wos ihe vehic e ilsef. The Lo Chog
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drogon, on eighl-foot-to1l creoture in a ioo smoll chef,s hat. stumb erl-h'o-g . -s-r- c.4e o. es o1d crou,r.d L chF po.-..or o.oo - ng
ire on conned noodles ond knock ng over pots, pons, ond stocks oftinied
goods with his th ck, sicpping toi He iorgeted housewives-or., in one
cose, o "wifeless husbond"-who felt in|midoied bu ihe dinner hour.
1 r.A, - o oo fu:eo 2h r-o-e L.o sco.. . -""ri 

^o-e. Dropo ,e
ospirol ono figunes but {loiling tgpes, shortcut-tokers The otmosphere
ol.pr- 9-p.1.^ceo oc. -eo - oos *oq pe.hcps so-6tn no o^n n
o bu-, -one^ol e-,olrorpo-e .., o:.05co,o ofe- -ote oAqg a

Thus Henson's odverl semenis d d noi bunn sh ihe brcnd; theg wer.en,t
e egant or even pcrt cu or. g lnformotive, ond iheg did noi fostJr positrve
ossoc oi ons Whot his promos did nsteod wcs conjure slriking imcges
ihrough sighi gogs, slopst ck, ond repetilion The producis wJe gr"onied
personhood thonks to the ioothg, rovenous Wheei Steo er or the!row g,
b undering Lo Chog drcgon Theg hod shorp corners ond rough eiges 

"
ond rec teeth, ol olwhich cou d mqke o lost ng impression. SJsamJ
S/reel wou d prove lhot ortisis could personilq ejlens ofthe a phobet os
- broeroo r o ,e..o co-ooerso-irg -.rFr .0,\r6. ,.^oJoo,o
prove thci o bockground in telev sion odvertrsements could be ihe oerfecl
blueprntfor creolive success n qdvertlsement free ch dnen'stelevson.

Sesome S/reel wos vrrluc g pro bono work for Nenson ond his puppeteer
compolr ots, inc uding Frcnk Oz, who p oged Cookie yionsler opposite
llenson's Ker-mii ond lretfu Beri opposite Henson's conefree Ernie. The
chorocters were lrodemorked ond controlled bu ihe Children,s Television
.A/o,s'oo o"t 'enso, o^-eo -er o- -qnl ,o.etr., r..c o.ds.qo,_rocr o,octe, os l.16.o c ,he .n9orpg-ot.. cofi.rs o.o t.ro; lpep
ofoo- eso"-'^e./o,o -5ro-9'1-e.o-ono.For.to^S05 

^e,c,S-ershows such as The Electric Conpang ond J-2,1 Contocf. Accordtng
1o o Jcnuorg 20'12 piece in lhe on ine mogozine S/o/e, Sesome Workshop
eorned cbout one th rd of its 201 0 rcvenues fTom Sesome Slreel merch_
ondising, or oboui $45 million in 1otol, the rest come from choritcbie cnd
privofe donclions ond o do op offund ng ond quosi o,:ns from pBS.

One budgeiorg 1em thoi Sesome S/reel hos never needed 1o wor.r.g
obout ts fees for 1s mong ceiebrig gueststarc. nhenor"gino pnopo-sol
for" Sesame S/reel, Cooneg hgpothes zed thol lemous lqces wou i be o
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Le9 or ro o- ro- nec. ,o-i, so rl .c- or ,ro- oui ot -nF. po.p--
rLo- f6q.p. oro h.. .o ooo.o-or ) 

^onreo 
lo,eop T.o oo^ os

rnuch os possib e ( ndeed, o smc child cou d hove wondered out ofihe
room ct onU po nl during Stevie Wonder's ostonishing live performcnce
on o 1973 episode-o s x-ond-o-hc f-m nute romp thiough ,,Superst 

tion,,o.i*-..sm" edoo.el "*gl . r e . o. ho . e - o . 

"o' 
O.o. o, -.

LOrJOn" O-o o+.o.rro'Oro B. r- - 
^o.a 

-. o .ST e oo. tp5 to
lope segments during ihe debui seoson, boseboll legend Jockie Rob nson,
b ues singer Lou Rqwls, ond octor comedicn B I Co-sbu lolowed soon
oq. . . .o g slo \, o b1 a- o- A^ -- on s-or . l-d", . o-"0 -,"
show's eor g ospirot on to reoch lowen-income b qck communit es. 

.,When

I sow Jcmes Ecr Jones ond the childrenl' Cosbg scgs n Sesome Sfreet
A Celebrolion, " l knew thot ih s wcs go ng to mJke c"ontoct educot onollg,
ond w,:nied to volunieer."

Slrongelg enough, Jones' fomous intonotjon olthe olphobet in h s bosso
o'ot r oo Do._ . ooe .o .F Tog or l-o e r.o.-ec 6e .,o. s J.ef
0ooneg hod listened io cerjoin member.s ofher odvisorg teom.,,Th s greot
bold heod fills the smeen do ng noth ng but reciiing the Jlphobet, with 

-

d-o'or c- o-A .o.. 9e,.1- p.piqr - o-i ,-"". a'e-a.o o-,
Ao . -s ,ro-neo us c-. os ^o.do.,(o.ooo. ol r- ,r -:. b_rrn reco

theg loved t ond shouted the etters olong with him,,

Grven the rosier of celebrities who hove oppeored on ihe show over'te o, 0 .eo,.- "roLo o-.o5., tod.o^ po o lole^or n''d.o,ro,,rro-o.'cppeo.do. (e.ore .-e-. .onoLro
ihose who hove the octress ond J0 Rock creoior T no Feg mog hove
spoken for o mojonlg olthe rich ond fomous when she ro d Fare#.-Ogo,/,'e. I O. rog-o^. ro ^o 

- g -6, .p4 ,69691. ^.L -4..o
' L-- oll ord osl ,o. \er. ,o 06 o- .io-e 5,-p- q6_o1_,-.,,

When ond where?"' Essogisi Chuck Klostermon con.u.s ,,No 
onu is

g-oing to scg no to th s," he is quoled os sog n g tn Sesome Sfreet. A
C^elebrl.fioy Even ihe heovg meio bond Sloger ,,would 

go on Sesome' -b-. / o>tp--c, odo, A.o tol.. no -o _^ . o,J n",, , o_ob-r.e o d-L ._,ro dooor..n-.a.sono- Do .g Btooo:
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V. DEAIH AND IAXES

Though it nece ves ti e in ihe wog ol tqxpouen moneg, one could o most
thlnk ol Sesome S/reel ond Sesome Workshop os o modenn dog Works
Progress Admin strct on (WPA), enlisting ilmmokers, wr-itens, octors,
musiclons, sonqwrlters, ond oiher ortists io build o creotlve pub ic ui 19.

And it reo 
-u 

wos o utiliig, neor g os ubiquiious os e ectricitg or pub ic

schools. ln 1978, 95 percent olhouseholds ln Eost Florem ond Brooklgn's
Bed-Stug wilh ch ldren between the oges oftwo ond live wotched
S-"some Street Thcl ligure wos s ghl g higher ocross Woshinglon, D C ,

not onwide it he d ct 80 pencenl even I Bg 1979, qfter o deccde on lhe oir,
nine milLon Amer con chlldren under the oqe of six were wotchlnq t dol tt

When one takes inio occount the resononces w th Presideni Fronk in

De ono Roosevell's Depression ero Amer co ofthe 1930s, ihe we spr ng

oflo gwood ceebrtg guest stors, and ihe stolisllco un kelhood of
ils lnlended oudlence ol unbon b ock children gnow ng up lo be logo

Republicon voters, i becomes somewhot cleorer whg o show designed to
teoch chl dren etters ond numbens hos become o bogegmon for certoin
e ements oflhe contemporcnrl Amer ccn consenvotlve movement

ln o foscinoiing Seon lonn tg hosied Fox News segment t t ed "Big Bind

Bios" that oired in June 201 1 , rodio hosl Ben Shop ro, oulhor- of o book

ca ed Prinetime Propogondo, soid thoi o Children's Teievision Workshop
velercn hod to d hlm, "The who e purpose ol Sesome Sfree/ wcs to coter
io b cc[ cnd lisponic gouihs who quote unquote 'd d not hove reoding
literotune n the house "' Shop ro reports th s conversoi on os f ilwere
not o motten of public record bui cn nvestlgoiive-lournolism coup, ond

odds, "There's kind ollh s sofl bigolrg ollow expectoions lhoi's oulomo
licolg ossocioted wlth Sesome S/reef" (l'loments Loter, ihe pone hos

somehow moved on lo discussing on open ! go! teenogeT who wos nomed
prom queen of his hgh schoo, proofolcn ongoing "d reci ossoul on th s

counlrg's mono foundotion." The lnk to Sesome S/reel is cmb guous

but mp ed )

n December ofthe some leqr, Fox News oired o segrnent on LiU,
o nev,, Sesome Slreel chorocten who doesn't o wogs hove -.nough to eot,
w th this lninoduction: "A 'food insecure' l'luppel is he pino io promole o
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not ofol 'Food lor Thoughl' compo gn ihct teoches poor fomilies io seek
out nulrtious lood cnd ro ect on ihe lorpogers' tob,, Fox host Er.ic Bo ling
osked, "Whg cre we singling oul o pover|; strcken litte q r-l? Does mu
o 'e-d o 6o o, I e oo, -c-d 16 59. qr 66 

jg .o. oo. -

single oul other groups, gou don'1 s ngie out ihe iitile gcg l,1uppel, or
the lllie bock Iluppet, or-the tt e Nlspon c puppel, do gou? iheg'r.e o
ntertwrned in lhe ensemb e " Bolling cdded, "l'm woit n! for iheri to come
ouicndhove ikethisevil Republiccnortec portier. thotlheg ore gong
io b ome Liig's povedu or.r " Bolling's guesl, Republicon slrc-tegist-ChJfi
Jocobus, rep ed, "We , lthlnk so, ond if gou don't speok out ogoinst
their po itico ogendo thot's probob g !4i hol w hoppen.', Thoi,s In odd
stotement, g ven thot Sesome S/reel hcs never leotured c chorocler. ihot
one cou d foirig descr-ibe cs "ev "or.ov oin, unless ofcourse gou corntihe beom.

For o hondg meosure of ihe drslonce between ihe r ght wrng os it eristed
ot ihe down ol Seso ne Slreet 4A geo.s cgo ond the r ght ri ng of iodou,
lust compore the fo ow ng two stotemenlsl

The mong children ond lomilies now benefiiling from Sesoare Slree/
ore porliciponls in one oflhe mosi pronrisinq erperiments in ihe historg of
thol medium The Children's Television Workshop cerfoinlg deserves ihe
hrgh prorse rl hns bpen grllrng fi\rm gorroq onLl r,ld.rILe rn 

"'u".u.,,.nu,of lhe nLtlrorr lhe odmrnrslrolron rs enlhusroslrr olly r.nmn)rlled lo openrnq
up opportunilies for everu goungster, polticulorlg during his firs1 five
geors of life, ond is pleosed lo be omong the sponsors ol'Uour distinqurshed
pToQfdm

P.es Ce.i R.h.-: r'.1 rc1 i. !r.e. t. ".!i GJi: ao.r,"!. i. e.l J.nL.L! t9. iUtf

We're nol going to kill Big Bird But Big Bird is ooing fo hove odverlise
menls, oll righl?
-:.e:d.ii. c.id:ct: 11:t R.mie,l,. o -r.u! !fs!FF.:i,.E 1 (j|. oi Lre.lmb:r 2-[ i!,]

At ihe tlme ol writ ng, Romneg, the vosi u weo thtt lormer ly ossoch usetts
oo.o ,o 05o or- | .-d .eooo.L o p-e,oor.:O.o-.0 o, A. erolosro e . or-o _e^os-.c-0.. 

^o.^ ro.o..,h ,_o r ,

uo . oe,.oo g A-0. -g oo Bg B-o o^ --o
Were theg cn mes ogoinsl odverl sing?.{n6 who were ,,we,,-c 

,1ui.g of
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Big B d's peers?^The sound bite presumed gu 1, hinted ot vioience,
promised mercg, fiopped inio onticlimcr, whie the occused dilhered
ge lowlg in the dislonce, cnrjous feolhers qurvering n ihe o r

Pori ofthe confus on wos lhot Romneg wos misicken Sesome S/ree/
o reodg hos cdvert sements, os we know, ollhough ihe poo olc enls rs
linrlled to 26 eilers oflhe o phobel ond even few"en numbers Romn,oLr
wos pnesumob g object ng not lo Sesome S/ree/'s ocl ofodvert sers
bul to its lock olodvenis ng revenues ond, bg extensron, ockofbusiness
sense. none oftnese etiers or numbens iurn prolils suffic ent to pog ftin
p ocemenl on Sesome S/ree/, despife env ob e erposur.e io m llions 

"of
-pr-. o,oo,e 

^o o,5oooa .a,o .:...ep o ro.po,o
do ors fhrough the Corporolion for pub ic Broojcosiing Bri Rornn"g 

'
- ' ed Le -0 . or 5n9 o o- B,g B. o ^ro ro -in..- oo, ,b-.i,.,.^on 6.oo-0 o., o.o.o ..o o- o.5..oeo ooo. o.o co
shows

A. etter ofon o phobet, bg conir.csi, hos no vo re ll generoles no profit
Vy'hctever its odvertising siroiegu, ii con onlg se I riselffor free

ln 1952, Yorcel Duchomp told ihe New york Stole Chess Assocrotion ihoi''chess p eces ore the b ock olphobet wh ch shopes thoughis, cnd ihese
ihoughts, c though mok ng o visuc design on lhe chessbio.j, 

"rp."r" 
ih".

beoulg obslrcct g, like c poem." Chess, Duchomp scid, ,,hos'o 
I ihe b"ouij

ofort, ond much mote. lt cqnnol be commercic rzed Ch"a, .,r.h pr.u."
thon or.l rn iis sociol position."

Gllers ofthe o ph,:bet express therr ber:utg cbstrcctlg, so Sesome
S/reel concretized them Leiter.s ofthe o phobet conrll be commercic
ized, so Sesome Slreel quos -commerc o|zed them, w ih the help ol o
highlg successlu mcker ofcommercic s Lettens ofthe c phob"f 0." pur".
thon rtrl, so Sesom-" S/reel mode impure ort ofthem This is the genlus
ofbolh ts solire ond its pedoqoqq.
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.lEss.. ii/ne. BROUG|r a yOL B! THE LETTEF

V FROi"] BAUIAT]S TO BERT'S rOI]SF

n the 1925 6oak Poinhing Photogrophg F/m , Bouhous po gmoth L6sz 6
l'1oho g Nogg coined the term "tgpophoto" to descr be on id-eoi morr oge
between tgpogr.ophg ond photogrophg whoi he colled 

.,ihe 
visuo g

most exoct rendering cf commun cotion " The fo owing geor, Czech artisi
ond wniten (cne Teige ond doncen lYicq l"louorov6 lo;k up yoho 

U
Ncgg's cho enge bg cr.eoting c photomontcge o phobet design for Viies cv
Nezvol's poem sequence lbecedo, feoturing photogrophs oi ll,:qorov6 in
oo os5ro .'.loo..o.o.oo e-.-, lre ., l-q..oo .o lo ....
o o^ oo-co o.o.ogo. o 5:15'o o sg oocooo-e ood..g ^o o
in grophic 1igures." Th s wos oiso ihe esseniio , onceslro ongroqe ol
Sesome Stre-ot

For some eiters, Xogorov6 ean ond muscLr o., gel fem n ne in her
bothlng cop, shing trock ond-fie d togs, cnd Ycru Jones-proviCes c
stroke-bg stroke trorscr ption. For V, she p oces her upper bock on thet,oo oao ,so,l Le ogs io. ).e.ooro.r oo..0., o-,q..cnoeJ
ot-F lo,or . esol.e oq. o.o-o o !\o, o.--a' or.,pl -o. o

stroighl up for , sh-. nsteod leons inlo o bockword-c,rrs ve I wiitino her-
bodg s ont ike l,lichqel Jockson in the "smooth Cr mino 

,, 
vldec.l Bi,+ fn"

.e 
6-q_ o --eboor o - o ocO -e,o,.. .oSl,coo t5O.o,-6,i..j5

ForR,sheruns npcce For D, she po nls one eglorwordcnd eons
owog from i1, os ii nsiead oftrgrng to ir.oce ihe lefier's str.o ghl bock cnd
curving stomoch, she were b secting the D with her bodg Foi G, she
stnikes o modified worror pose cnd ooks co mJg exu 1oni, os fcn mm
neni bott e hos olreodg been won

l'1ogorovd gives the o phobei muscu oture, ond turns /gpopholo n1o on
oih eiic evenl fliico l'1ogor-ov6 rs eoch etler. ond eoch etter s lyico
VO 

,OT O, O

Obvous g, wh e o ['lcgorov6 con grocefu g shcpe her bodg to the mo d
of c leifer-, o e+ter connot adopt its meon ng to cornesnonjlo o portcuor
shope There's nothing J con do 1o monufocture signiliconce oui oliis
resemb once to o fish hook There s no neo neoson whg, sog, the e11er
I looks or sounds like lt does, or whg o word thoi storti with N couldn,t
stcrt with ong other. letter When !orrg ihe N psier lrom Som and

B8
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Frtends v suo g th nk s ngs jozz scol, the oop ng lnes ond b obs oren't-
con'l be o tncnscr pto. olihe music, but ot eost ihot loL ed trr:nscript on
m m cs the essent oL rondomness oftronscr bing thoughis v o sgmbo s

Comp icoting matiers lur-lher s the foct thot some letiers ore conslnucled
oul ofthe some corlsttuent ports os other ettens. n " Beoml' ihe i

rotoies 90 degrees ond becomes on I When Kermii presenls o ecture on
B ("The B sont of ooks ke o loi mcn',1,th hls bettootght, gou know?"),
Cooke llonsier lokes o series ofbies out oflhe etter, whttling idown
to on R, then o P, then on F, to Kermli's mount ng frusirot on Once
Cock e llonsier hos chomped the B c the wcg down to ts ccd-beor ng

wol , Kermit de vens the oggr eved punch ne "OK, lh,tt's o 1 . or cn ,

or o smol L.orc ne ordessert"

Regordiess of ts piciogroph c or-ioins, o etter ofthe ophobet hcs,:
more or ess orbitncrg lorm. (Unless gou ere Cook e Yonster, ln which
cose ecch eiier ofihe olphcbet is the sign lor food, ond etlers spe ing

out F O O D ore d nner, to be so ted cnd peppered ) Whot's more,
ihose more or ess crbtrorg fonms one pioced n o lixed bu1 orbir,:rg
order (L-Jn ess gou ore Cookre l'lonster, ln which cose ihe or. ihe smoli
L comes ost, os desse.l ) lt's c ol for o thr.ee-geon o d lo ioke n

It wos o ot lor the French novelisl ond fi mrnoker Georges Perec lo toke
n, too " hove severc times csked mllsef whol ogic wos opplied in the

d slr bul on of lhe s x vowe s ond twenlg consononts of our olphobei,"
Perec wnote in 1985. "Whg stort wiih A, then B, ihen C, efc.? The foct
ihoi there is obvious g no onswer io this queslion is nlo gneossunng.
the order of lhe o phobel is orb irorg, impress ve, ond thenefore neutno
... Bui ihe mere foct ihct there is on o.deT no doubt meons ihoi, soonen
or oter cnd rnore or ess. eqch e erneni in the series becomes the insid ous
becrer ofo quolitotive coefficient." Thus we think in terms ofgrode A

meot, B mov e stor ets, gentlemen's C's, ond so on, even though the
or-der ofthe o phobet hos none ofthe quontitotive oglc olsequentio
numbers. (ln o 1976 oppeoronce on Sesome S/ree/, ihe slond-up comic
Richond Prgor demonstnoted thot the "quo itol ve coelTcienl" of eilers ls

lndeed ntuitive ond subteclive bg onnotoling the o phobet "Nobodg ccr-e

oboui no Cl' Prgor dec ored "And a n'i nobodg nteresied in D, rlqht?
'Couse E's got it oll covered ")

f, r5r+r ?0i? rPR 15 r r0 Pf 8S



",ess.. !'r'nt:r BRCJCFT TC YC.l 3y T-tE .ETTai-

ln her ink ond pencl work Haw la Spell the Alpiobel (2005), oriist
Toubo Auerboch teoses oul ihe rondomness of o phobel c ronkings bg
spe ing out eoch etter phonetrco 19 in o ned-on white 1!pogrophic slock
("EY BEE CEE DEE" etc ) n ihe process, she obv cies iour
eiters: G (DJEE) does not need itsellio spe I itse I, nor does ong other
etten need cn css st fuorn G, ihe some con be sq d of Q ( K EW I cnd
U (YEW). Auerboch's o phobel s not, slrict g speoking,'n olph'obeticcl
order-if ll were, (A ) wou d come lirsi, fo lowed bg R (AR) ond B
(BEE), ond W (DUBBtYEW) would precede E (EE) A chitd eorning
the Auerboch method would grow up io lhink in ter-ms ol gr,:de- meot
ond R movie stor els

Whol ho ds ihe sgslem together isn't the interno loq c oflhe sqstem
' - o-- ha. -oe ,o o ^o 

re- o. ac -. o.oo. J- .- O.
children Thct's wng ii's remorkobethot reseonchers nvovedintheeon!
deve opmeni of Sesome S/reel dliT-ered on the re oljve vo ue ol dr no kids
on ABCs "Some educofor-s orgued thot simp ! memoriz ng the A to 

-Z

seqLrence wos o use ess rec tct on skill thcl didn'l r.eo g he p ch dren eonn
1o reod," G kow wrtes n Sesome S/reel. A Celebrohon "Oihens cited
vo d reosons 10 leoch the o phobel-noi the leosl of wh ch wos the sense
of occomp shmenl if gove children to rec te i, generoilng feelinqs of pride
ihci motivcieC lurther leorn ng "

This ombivo ence mqg hove nformed one of B q B rd's most memoroble
ecrlg oppeoronces, in wh ch he mislokes lhe o phobet c sequence for o
sing e word-,4blo- deffghee leckgl- n'noptck'r sfooove wgtz zz-
ond improbob g builds o cotchg j ngle around it "imgh1 beokndofon
eiephoni / Or o furng k nd of kozoo / Or o stronge exolic turi e thot
gou'd never see n o zoo," he sings. Big B rd's plogfu onomotopoe o s lhe
good guesswork of o k d us ng his imog notion to write a logicc storg cbout
ihe dount ng g ogco wordoroundhm-1o mpose order on choos,
even when choos is presented to him os on ordered sgstem As Big B rd
reminds us, i's eosg io forgel lhot "Eosg os ABC" wosn't necesscrilg
eosg ot ol

On Sesame Sfreer, order ond choos cre o lYobius str p, ond nolhing
encopsu otes lhe show's un que thermodgnom cs beilen thon the border-
ine Dodo skt in which Ber.t qnd Ernie's teevslon set ooes on ihe Li7
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Jessicc Wint$ EROLIGHT TO yOU By THE LETTER I

lnsieod of Bert's fovorite pr ogrom, The Wanderful World af pigeons,
o pu soting letter. "H"-one of the sponsors of thot episode-fi11s the
screen os q mon's voice intones "H .. H ... H .." over ond over omid o
hum of spoceg distortion.

Even helpful, Ernie tokes q look inside ihe TV. "Whoo-ho, qh, herel"
Ernie sogs "Here's gour problem, Bert. Here's o prob em. you hod o
hoi in ihere, Bert. This rs o hot, Ber"t." Ernie pulls o fedonc out ofthe TV
ond ploces ii on Bert's heod os the word "Hot" oppecrs on the scneen.

"Now o hqt is qn H word, Beri. And so thot's where ihe l-l wqs comino
from. From ihe hot "

It does moke sense. Yet Bert s dozed, ouinoqed, mew inq with disbe el!o lool^s lo he o-orpnce ^ s-pp|cotion os Lr-re r olter of '0. , set .

obout empiuing ihe television of H words: o hommer, o horn, o irinioture
house, ond a homburger, which Ernie eots. And q homster ,,Henrg 

the
hqmster And hamster is o good H word, Berl."

n the Sesome Slree/ universe, it's both perfecllg logicol ond perfoctlg
obsurd thot o TV thoi sogs "1.1" is full ofthinqs ihotiiort wiih H.

"l don'l undensiond this," Bert sogs. "frnie, whct gou,r.e dorng, gou
con't do " And gei ther-e is the verifioble homsler, * sweet on"d p""tiobJ",
ond he slqrts with ll

Sesome Slreel blurs the difference between the obslroct ond the con
crete, betuveen signifier- ond signified, ond suggesis .fhof the olphobet iiself
penforms ihe- some scrombiing lt o so b urs ihe difference belween reclitg
cnd foniosg fon on impressionoble oudience thot isn't get fullg owor.e.lhoi
there's o difference to be blurred il fosters o fruitful ionfusion. o comfor.iw st-o-genes, -oboortor onLtchrd^ovigolr-gouorld-ro,s.ew
ond perplex ng io him. AIier Ernie foils to fix ihe ielevision sei, the pulsing
H is reploced bg o pulsing l, ond Ber.l settles in conteniedlg to wotch it -
The show mokes o home ihere n ihe stronge

0r'ot eosl it did for me For rne, Sesome S/reei wos lhe honds ofthe
c ock. h flicker.ed in o white, still room outside ong known tnonsoction o.
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Jessi.o \r',/ ire. BRoUGITiOyOUBy HELFTTFR

commeTce A plcce where X is o moulh, cnd hqs o mouth. ond morih.o s .^ _ f1 o- ond . .ro-o. c-ee' ord,.6 ie,to. . o oono.nc
tosies Iike the ietter l, ond om wotchinq Ber.i wctch I on TV Grover
is here qnd he is not

All oflhese ihings ore somewhct cleorer io me now. But I sti enteric n
the poss bilitg thol some for off bur.eou of mq unconscious hcs nol ret
rece ved the bu elin thoi Y is nol o d nner guesf ond Grover s neii'her
here nor there When we speok or wnlte down our love offorms-
g_rophic des gn, pointing, li m, anrmotion, music, phofogrophg-l wonder.
if some ofus one composing those Jove etters of a poli.p""-.l, ond
.Sesome Slreel wqs ihe ur iexl lth nk om.

I ao.n.! 5:Ddu..q boi.q..ji r r.i i.r,rtiTf s
1, ,riruei . rete" He -.r s -ii ih::lo,r 21,1!a.r sle olie/ y'.i m.!::ie

: F.5-r\ foqrrp !r ii! a:oa..o!-:nTr rrl
P.. . =Cn r . rr: r+r .t rn !r pr r r\q. q leor

I T\?se v:{eEh.p 1f,!eE..e j".-*. fi-, -..H.igrcr s 5!e:pil tle aoir /',o! in, rh. i,to,li
2Lt)1 ssre i tte t).a/ f..t rie. taoi..t.le

- i.pilEqi.Ep-.:uco.lri i ! ri F.rh.r:r:i
&: \l-. Co.Cnq er,l3.lrY'E 4brdre,s .rr,.ii."..i.-rr
iLrndor F.d:i.re 20031
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